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Honse of Representatives

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANTA
HARRISBURG

October 20, 2025

The Pennsylvania State University
Office of the President

201 Old Main

University Park, PA 16802

Dear President Bendapudi, Chair Kleppinger, and the Board of Trustees:

We, as Members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, understand that graduate teaching
and research assistants at Penn State University will be voting soon on whether to form a union.
We respectfully urge you to accept the results of this vote and refrain from any further legal
challenges to the workers’ decision.

As elected leaders from across Pennsylvania, we believe these workers bring great value to the
university and our commonwealth. By teaching thousands of undergraduates each year and
performing vital research that helps generate $1.337 billion in grants and contracts annually,
graduate assistants help make Penn State a worldwide leader in innovation and an important
economic engine for our state. We all appreciate the immense positive impacts your institution has
on every corner of Pennsylvania and believe a large part of this success is the direct result of the
hard work of these graduate teaching and research assistants.

Pennsylvania’s institutions of higher education including Penn State are facing unprecedented
challenges to their respective educational and research missions, including defending critical
science funding and the rights of international scholars and students. Considering this, we believe
it is especially important to refrain from expending any further energy or resources attempting to
challenge these workers’ right to form a union. If they decide to form a union, we encourage you
to embrace their organized voice and commit to promptly bargain with them for a fair contract in
good faith.

Sincerely,

Speaker of the House Joanna E. McClinton, District 191
Representative Patrick Harkins, District 1

Representative Robert Merski, District 2

Representative Ryan Bizzarro, District 3
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Representative Robert Matzie, District 16
Representative Emily Kinkead, District 20
Representative Lindsay Powell, District 21
Representative Josh Siegel, District 22
Representative Dan Frankel, District 23
Representative Brandon Markosek, District 25
Representative Paul Friel, District 26
Representative Dan Deasy, District 27
Representative Tim Brennan, District 29
Representative Arvind Venkat, District 30
Representative Joe McAndrew, District 32
Representative Abigail Salisbury, District 34
Representative Dan Goughnour, District 35
Representative Jessica Benham, District 36
Representative John Inglis, District 38
Representative Dan Miller, District 42
Representative Ismail Smith-Wade-El, District 49
Representative Steve Malagari, District 53
Representative Scott Conklin, District 77
Representative Paul Takac, District 82
Representative Carol Hill-Evans, District 95
Representative Nate Davidson, District 103
Representative Dave Madsen, District 104
Representative Justin Fleming, District 105
Representative Kyle Mullins, District 112
Representative Kyle Donahue, District 113

Representative Maureen Madden, District 115
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Representative Jim Haddock, District 118
Representative Eddie Day Pashinski, District 121
Representative Jeanne McNeill, District 133
Representative Pete Schweyer, District 134
Representative Steve Samuelson, District 135
Representative Jim Prokopiak, District 140
Representative Tina Davis, District 141
Representative Brian Munroe, District 144
Representative Joseph Ciresi, District 146
Representative Melissa Cerrato, District 151
Representative Nancy Guenst, District 152
Representative Chris Pielli, District 156
Representative David Delloso, District 162
Representative Heather Boyd, District 163
Representative Gina Curry, District 164
Representative Jennifer O'Mara, District 165
Representative Lisa Borowski, District 168
Representative Sean Dougherty, District 172
Representative Pat Gallagher, District 173
Representative MaryLouise Isaacson, District 175
Representative Joseph Hohenstein, District 177
Representative Jason Dawkins, District 179
Representative Jose Giral, District 180
Representative Ben Waxman, District 182
Representative Elizabeth Fiedler, District 184
Representative Rick Krajewski, District 188

Representative Tarah Probst, District 189



Page 4

Representative Roni Green, District 190
Representative Keith Harris, District 195
Representative Chris Rabb, District 200
Representative Andre Carroll, District 201

Representative Jared Solomon, District 202



